
 

Dear Applicant 

As the Director of the PhD programme I am delighted that we have 
been able to offer you a place for the coming academic year.  My 
colleagues and I, most especially your supervisors, are looking forward 
to welcoming you to one of the top UK university Education 
departments for research and teaching. 

I joined the Graduate School of Education (as it was known then) as 
PhD student myself in 2001, having previously been a teacher in 
secondary schools and further education colleges in England and East 
Africa. Since then, I have been a research fellow, lecturer and senior 
lecturer within the School. My research interests centre on the 
intersection of formal education and international development. 
Currently, I conduct research on teaching in multilingual classrooms in 
collaboration with teacher educators in Tanzania. 

At the School of Education, you will join a large and diverse group of doctoral researchers 
from around the world, including, of course, UK. Our ‘Active Doctoral Community’ meet regular at 
coffee mornings and organise events for doctoral researchers, including the annual Education 
Doctoral Conference (see below). You will also have plenty of opportunities to meet and 
exchange ideas with staff and students through our research centres and School events.  You 
may also join one of our interdisciplinary Faculty wide research groups. The broad range of 
research expertise across our staff makes Bristol a stimulating place to study a PhD and learn 
about education research.  

We are very proud that the latest Research Excellence Framework assessment, conducted by 
the Higher Education Funding Council for England, placed the School of Education in the top 
10 for high quality and high impact research on education. We were also ranked 5th in the UK by 
the Times Higher Education Research Intensity rankings.  

The rest of this newsletter gives information on upcoming events, where those of you able to 
reach Bristol can find out more about doctoral research in our School and the University and 
meet our current students. Some details are also given on out compulsory research methods 
training, provided in the first six months of the programme. 

 

 

 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/study/doctoral/phd/index.html
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/centres-networks/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/events/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/fssl/research/groups/


Education Doctoral Conference 7-9th June 2018 

 

All doctoral offer holders are warmly invited to this year’s School of Education Doctoral Conference. 
Participating in this annual event, organised by and for doctoral researchers, is a great way to get to know 
our community of doctoral researchers and learn from them first-hand about the doctoral journey. You 
can join us for all or part of the event. More information is on our website.  

The Bristol Doctoral College 
The Bristol Doctoral College (BDC) provides a focal point for doctoral training activity and researcher 
development across the University and in collaboration with neighbouring Its website is an information 
hub for all stages of the doctoral progress, including the pre-arrival stage – check out ‘getting here and 
getting started’.  It organises the annual ‘Research without Borders’ festival, showcasing and celebrating 
postgraduate research from across the university. The events are open to the public and free tickets are 
now available. 

 

Year 1, Research Methods training 
For the first six months of the PhD programme, you will participate in research training. The five 
compulsory units are also part of the MSc Educational Research. These are designed to 
introduce you to a range of approaches to educational research, develop the knowledge and 
skills for designing your research.  

• Core Skills in Educational Research  
Unassessed. Weekly 3-hour teaching sessions for first four weeks of Autumn term. This 
unit introduces you to Bristol library, search engines, reference software, explain 
plagiarism and discusses critical reading. 

• Understanding Educational Research 
30th October, 1st & 2nd November (full days). This unit introduces different paradigmatic 
approaches to doing education research, skills and criteria for judging the quality of 
research.  

• Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods in Social Sciences 
Weekly 2-hour sessions in Autumn term (takes a break in w/b 29 October). 

• Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods in Social Sciences 

Imagine, 
Challenge, 
Transform.  
Doctoral 
Conference 2018 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/doctoral-college/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/doctoral-college/info/arrival/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/doctoral-college/info/arrival/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/doctoral-college/current-research-students/events-and-opportunities/research-without-borders/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/study/masters/edres/
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM5501
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM5502
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM0003
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM0004
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/doctoral-college/current-research-students/events-and-opportunities/research-without-borders/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/research/doctoral-conference-2018/


Runs over three full days late in Autumn term. 

• Philosophy and Research Design in the Social Sciences 
Runs over three full non-consecutive days, February – March 2019. Supports with design 
of a short proposal for your doctoral research.  

As you can see, there are many exciting opportunities available to you while completing a PhD at 
Bristol. Your decision to undertake a PhD at Bristol is a great choice, and we are confident that you 
will not only enjoy the academic challenges but also the personal ones. If you have any questions 
about the PhD programme, please do email me and I will get back to you as soon as I can. 

I look forward to meeting you in September, 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

Dr Angeline Barrett 
PhD Programme Director 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 

https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM0005
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